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Community Music Center of Houston 

Annual Report for 2021-2022 

  

The annual report for the Community Music Center of Houston summarizes the events from the start of our 

Fiscal year, September 1, 2021, through August 31, 2022.  Despite (and occasionally because of) the continuing 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the nation and Houston in particular, CMCH had an eventful year where we 

continued our online streaming, rescheduled several events, and were awarded unexpected new concerts and 

gigs. Thankfully, because of the loosening of Covid-19 Protocol restrictions, we had more in-person music 

lessons and events and were able to increase the number of performers on stage.  Our administrative office is 

still temporarily spread across various staff’s and board members’ homes, due to the 2021 “Great Freeze” that 
damaged the place at 2909 Barbee Suite A.   The staff and board are working on raising funds to renovate the 

building located at 3020 Holman, Houston, TX.  The building is still in need of repair before it can be used.  This 

report describes the musical programming, our other events in general, and our building development 

campaign. 

 

Music Lessons and Events 

Our music classes started anew in September.  Usually, individual private lessons, student recitals and the music 

summer camp are held at St. Mary’s United Methodist Church, 6731 Scott St., Houston, TX 77021, but because 
of Covid-19 city-wide policies, we continued the changes that we made in the last fiscal year.  Classes were held 

online via Zoom during the fall and winter.  As Covid-19 restrictions were lifted we began to have more in-

person lessons, either at the student’s home or the Teacher’s home. We had to cancel our annual String/Music 
camp since we could not find a place because, ironically, the lifting of Covid-19 protocol restrictions meant 

certain places were now being used by their own organizations while other places were still not ready to hold in 

person music camp events, yet.  So, our Fall/Christmas Student recital was again held online via Zoom on 

December 19, 2021.  The 2022 Spring Recital is described later.  

 

The fall season began with a bang with the first ever 

Queen Cora’s First International Royal Music & Art 
Festival held Sept. 11th and 12th, in Fresno Texas about 

20 miles due south from the center of Houston.  CMCH 

had a booth on Sunday, Sept 12th, as well as a 

moonwalk bouncy structure. CMCH’s William Grant Still 

String Quartet performed at the main event on Sunday 

night.  There were thousands of people who attended or 

were involved in the event.    
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In October, the William Grant Still Sting Quartet also had the honor of performing a wedding at the newly built 

and opened Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church Cathedral. This was the wedding of Reverend Cosby’s daughter. 
The setting was beautiful and well attended and the quartet sounded great.  

 

Our youth groups took front and center stage during December.  The Annual Fall (Christmas) Student Recital was 

streamed online, again, to honor COVID-19 prevention protocols, on Sunday December 19th at 3 pm. This recital 

highlighted the progress of the students’ musical growth.  CMCH continues to actively encourage students’ 
achievements by highlighting former students’ success stories ranging from becoming professional jazz & pop 

performers like Vivian Mosley to becoming a New York’s Juilliard School of Music’s graduate student. 
 

 

CMCH also acknowledged the Christmas Holidays by having the 

William Grant Still String Quartet play at a Nutcracker-themed 

Garden Party at a supporter’s home in Pearland.  The supporter’s 
lovely house and backyard were beautifully decorated with 

Nutcrackers and other Christmas related items and the attendees 

of the event graciously made additional donations to the music 

center. 

 

In January, the CMCH’s official orchestral season 

began, and it was a chock-full season.  We had two 

MLK concerts. Both were successful.  On Saturday, 

Jan 15, the Scott Joplin Chamber Orchestra (SJCO) 

performed at the Rothko Chapel which was 

streamed to interested viewers throughout the US 

and to even some international viewers.  It involved 

the orchestra, soloists, 

chorus, and a narrator 

performing together, and 

we infused some rap into 

our selections, like the song 

“Glory”.  
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On Monday, Jan 17 at Wheeler Ave Baptist Church, the SJCO also performed a MLK Musical Tribute with a 

classical and spiritual repertoire.  The orchestra received high praise and it is hoped that the SJCO can continue 

performing in different sites. 

 

 

 

Our Black History Concert on Sunday, February 13 at St. Luke the Evangelist Episcopal Church was a great 

success.  The event combined the 

celebration of Rev. Absalom 

Jones who founded the first black 

Episcopal congregation and the 

1-year anniversary ordination of 

their pastor, Rev. Marcia 

Sadberry, who is also the 

assistant CMCH music director. 
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The crowd was larger than expected given that Covid-19 was still active, but many people wore masks.  Some of 

our teenagers performed in the concert and it was pleasing to see the next generation of Scott Joplin Chamber 

Orchestra show their stuff.  The concert is available using the following link: CMCH Black History Month Concert 

on St. Luke's Facebook page. 

 

In March, Dr. Anne Lundy was guest conductor 

for the Hudson Valley Philharmonic Orchestra in 

Poughkeepsie, NY. Rehearsals were from 

Tuesday - Saturday, March 1-5.  Saturday night’s 

performance on March 5, went well, with 

Florence Price’s Symphony No. 1 being one of 

the highlight pieces Anne conducted. CMCH and 

Dr. Anne Lundy thanked everyone for their best 

wishes and support.  

 

Also in March, CMCH started another Youth vocal 

development program. Tweed Smith, former “WAR” 

vocalist and current award-winning Blues singer, 

taught vocal classes to elementary school age 

children at the Shape Center and Cuney Homes 

Community Project house.  Classes were held for an 

hour twice a week at each location.  In April, 

concerts were held for the parents and the 

community.  

 

April was also an exceedingly busy month for 

the Orchestra.  First, on Sunday, April 3 the 

SCJO video recorded the performance at 

Trinity East U. Methodist Church with the 

Delta Sigma Theta choir. Then later in the 

month, CMCH did some further recording of 

the orchestra and editing of the video.  This 

final video was premiered to their members 

at the Delta Sorority convention. 

 

On Saturday, April 16, at 

8:15 pm our “Philly Soul 
Sound” concert was held 

at Miller Outdoor Theatre 

for our second year.  We 

https://www.facebook.com/St.LuketheEvangelistEpiscopalChurch/videos/316896640491543/
https://www.facebook.com/St.LuketheEvangelistEpiscopalChurch/videos/316896640491543/
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had the honor of KCOH Station Manager and Talk show host Paris Eley be our master of ceremonis.  We played 

audience favorites like “For the Love of Money”, “Me and Mrs. Jones”, and “Ain’t no Stopping us, now”.  Due to 
the gradual lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, we had more people on stage and more people could be in the 

audience, but the event was still streamed live. 

   

Our concert for the African American Museum Dallas organization was held on April 30, 2022.  The orchestra 

performed at the Black Academy of Arts and Letters, 1319 Canton, Dallas, TX, 75202.   The “Dallas Concert” 
again received rave reviews from the audience and the client, the African American Museum in Dallas 

organization.  The combination of 

classical, spirituals, jazz and blues 

were a good mix for the Dallas 

audience.  The closing Whitney 

Houston Song set that was arranged 

for the orchestra was a big hit.  The 

African American Museum 

organization in Dallas likes our 

musical offerings, supports our 

musical services, and has invited us 

again to Dallas for the 2023 season.  

The trips are always great but 

involve lots of logistical planning, so  

once again, we thank our staff and volunteers.  

 

June was a hectic but rewarding time for the music center.  Since we did not have the summer camp, we made 

up for it with 4 musical events!  First, our “Legacy Project” 
at the Community Artist Collective was held on Saturday, 

June 11, 3-6 pm.  This continued our commitment to 

support Black Music Month and its contributions.  Jazz 

vocalist Jewel Brown was honored, and the Houston 

Chronicle did a great job with a terrific pre-event article 

and their reporter interviewed her during the event.  She 

had a few spicy stories to tell about her life in the world of 

music; it was so much fun! 

 

On Sunday, June 12, we successfully held our 

“Open House” at our 3020 Holman home. 
This event combined several projects at 

once: it continued our Legacy project 

honoring Black Music Month, it acted as an 

abbreviated version of our Student Spring 

Recital, and it showcased some of the 

musical groups associated with CMCH, 
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Tweed Smith’s blues band, and Tyreke Cooper’s Brass band featuring trombone, horn, tuba, and drums.  We 

showed everyone several of the great musicians associated with the center.  CMCH continued the tradition of 

holding 2 recitals per fiscal year for decades.  But best of all, this was the opportunity to present the empty, 

“stripped-down-to-the-studs” building that is the future home of the Community Music Center of Houston.  Our 

city council member, Carolyn Evans Shabazz, attended, toured the facility, and spoke kindly about our plans.   

Please see the capital campaign section below for information about our building renovation plans.  

 

On June 18, 2022, part of the CMCH youth orchestra and choir opened 

the big Juneteenth celebration at Emancipation Park by performing “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing”.  Both the string players and vocalist performed 

well despite the hot weather.  This was a landmark event because it was 

the first time that Juneteenth was celebrated as a National Holiday and 

all the prominent local politicians and community leaders were at the 

opening.  

 

Our last major event that the 

CMCH Scott Joplin Chamber 

Orchestra performed in was the 

novel  “A Night at the Chopera”  
concert that took placed 

Monday, June 27 at The Revaire, 

7122 Old Katy Rd, Houston, TX.  

The orchestra accompanied the 

music played with the D. J. OG 

Ron C along with Rappers and 

dances performing the rap 

music style called “chopped and 
screwed”.  The concert was 

scheduled on “D. J. Screw Day, ” 
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June 27, a significant day for this musical genre.  In the 1990’s Houston was known for slowing down rap and 
creating a different sound which is identified as “Chopped and Screwed”.  Crown Royal sponsored the event to 

launch a new drink.  Crown Royal and Star Power staged an impressive Night at the Chopera, and many 

enthusiastic fans of the genre attended the event.  We are also greatful to Crown Royal and the organizers of 

the event Starpower for facilitating a generous donation to be made to CMCH, in addition to paying the fee for 

the orchestra.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Events 

We stepped up our number of other events to 

help our operations, programs, and capital 

campaign (Building development).  We kicked-off 

our fall season with a streaming event of a 

concert on October 23, 2021.  St. Luke’s Church 
graciously allowed us to use their sanctuary for 

the event.  We streamed it live.  We did not make 

much money, but we gained invaluable experience in streaming live 

concert events, including broadcasting prerecorded video then switching 

to live video seamlessly.  

  

On Nov 13 at Shape Center, we shared a showing of the Academy Award 

winning documentary "Summer of Soul" (before it won its award).  It was 

a small but appreciative crowd that enjoyed viewing the wonderful film.  

KCOH radio co-sponsored it with us and one of their DJs expressed 

interest in helping us with our building plans.   
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Building Development Capital Campaign 

The Community Music Center of Houston had an ambitious year for applying for grants from both government 

and private sources.  We also proceeded apace with designing the renovation/rehabilitation plans for the 

building. 

 

Because of the money received from the 

Houston Endowment in the 2020-2021 fiscal 

year, CMCH was able to purchase at below 

market cost the property at 3020 Holman, 

Houston, TX 77004 which contains the building 

informally known as the M.D. Banfield Building 

and formally known as the Riverside General 

Hospital Wellness Center.  We have a $100,000 

mortgage loan on this property.  We were also 

able to purchase the lot behind the building at 

3512 Palmer which CMCH owns free and clear 

of any loans.  Preliminary plans for the building include space for administrative offices, one-to-two-person 

music lessons rooms, group-size rehearsal rooms, a recording studio, and large orchestra rehearsal hall where 

we will also hold small concerts.  We also plan to honor the history of the building, especially the doctors and 

other medical staffs that were occupants/owners of the building, showcase its relationship to the historic 

Riverside Hospital, and remined everyone that it was designed by renown black Houstonian architect John S. 

Chase.   Therefore, we are in the process of applying for the building to be on the state and/or national registry 

of historic places. 

 

 

 

We would like to start renovations in 2024.  We are still working on raising the money. We urgently need your 

help. The Mabee foundation will award us a challenge Grant, if we can raise $87,800 on our own by their 

deadline.  Our goal is to raise the money by December 31, 2022.  We have raised 40% of the amount, so far.  
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Please donate at https://cmchouston.org/donate/ so we can meet the match, receive $84,600 from the Mabee 

Foundation and therefore be able to start renovating the building! 

 

In this fiscal year, CMCH has received operational, program, or capital campaign support or promises of future 

support (money or in-kind) from many businesses, foundations, government, and private grant sources.  

Organization Organization Organization 

1230 KCOH Humanities Texas National Endowment for the Humanities 

BIPOC Arts Network and Fund Mid America Arts Alliance (MAAA) Rothko Chapel 
Community Artists Collective MAAI SHAPE 

Crown Royal Mabee Foundation (If meet the 
challenge) Texas Commission on the Arts 

Houston Arts Alliance Miller Outdoor Theatre Wheeler Ave Baptist Church 

Star Power Mr. Moonwalk Various Board Members 

 

 

We have had Attorney Stephanie Hay of the Hay Law Group represent us in the negotiations with Crown Royal 

for the “Chopera Event” and Mr. Alvin Major, a non-profit organization and board expert provide us with 

guidance and suggestions on how to improve our organization.  We also have been working with our Houston 

Councilwoman representative Ms. Carolyn Evans-Shabazz and her chief of Staff Mr. Steven James to help us with 

our capital campaign for rehabilitation of the building.  In addition, Ms. Mary Curtis of ProStar Development and 

Omar Longoria of SLR Acoustics have helped to design the rehabilitation for the future CMCH building 

headquarters. 

 

We also would like to show you a preview for the 2022-2023 fiscal year list of new Major Funders 

 

To sum up our year, it was eventful and promising that the work of organizing and promoting events, expanding 

CMCH into new venues and partnering with both familiar and new organizations is bearing fruit based on the 

increased activity for the year, the increased budget, and the significant strides made to renovate the CMCH 

future headquarters building. 

 

  

Organization Organization Organization 

Crown Royal H-E-B Port of Houston 

Tony Chase Fund Greater 
Houston Community Foundation 

Frenchy’s Restaurant Mabee Foundation 

Beygood – Beyonce Knowles 

Foundation 
  

https://cmchouston.org/donate/
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Summary of Community Music Center of Houston Financials for 2021-2022 
 

CMCH Balance Sheet August 31, 2022            Amount 

  

  

Total assets                                                                                   364,400 

Total liabilities                                                                   159,400                 

  

Total Net Assets 205,000  

  

CMCH Revenue/Expense September 2021-August 2022 Amount 

  

REVENUES  

  

Foundation - Contributions 30,248 

Corporate - Contributions 2,300 

City Government - Contributions 79,385 

State Government - Contributions 17,250 

Federal Government - Contributions 41,000 

Individual - Contributions 5,183 

Class Fees 8,326 

Umbrella(s) 0 

Performance Fees 60,500 

Miscellaneous 89 

Total 244,280* 

  

OPERATING / PROGRAMMING EXPENSES  

  

Artist - Contracts 84,645 

Technical / Other Programming - Contracts 43,418 

Administrative Contracts 33,093 

Space Rentals  7,340 

Office Supplies 5,730 

Marketing 16,588 

Information Technology 2,364 

Umbrella(s) 36,275 

Maintenance 2,850 

Other Production Expenses including Transportation 26,580 

Miscellaneous 809 

Total 259,693 

  

Net Income -15,412* 

*Awaiting unreceived accounts payable after the fiscal year ended.  

  

CAPITAL EXPENSES 186,797 

Building and Real Estate Purchase 17,075 

Preconstruction Expenses  

Total Capital Expenses 203,873 

  

  

 


